Paul’s Epistle to Titus
Introduction: Titus 1:1-5
Who was Paul?
He was from a Hebrew family in Tarsus.
He was unmarried (widowed?)
He was probably in his 60’s

Acts 22:3 "I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city
(Jerusalem), educated at the feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of the
law of our fathers, being zealous for God as all of you are this day.
Act 7:58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses
laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul.
1Co 9:5 Do we not have the right to take along a believing wife, as do the other
apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas?
1Co 7:8 To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good for them to remain
as I am.
Terms of Marital Status:
• Married
• Unmarried (man who lost his wife)
• Widow (woman who lost her husband)
• Virgin (person, male or female, who has not yet married)

Gal 1:11-24 For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was
preached by me is not man's gospel. 12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor
was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 3 For you
have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God
violently and tried to destroy it. 14 And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many
of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of
my fathers. 15 But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who
called me by his grace, 16 was pleased to reveal his Son in me, in order that I
might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone;
17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went
away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. 18 Then after three years I
went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen days. 19 But I
saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother. 20 (In what I am
writing to you, before God, I do not lie!) 21 Then I went into the regions of Syria
and Cilicia. 22 And I was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are
in Christ. 23 They only were hearing it said, "He who used to persecute us is now
preaching the faith he once tried to destroy." 24 And they glorified God because of
me.
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By the time Paul writes his letter to Titus, they had been ministering and travelling
together for up to 24 years.

*Derived from “New Testament Timeline” ESV.org

Paul’s Epistle to Titus
Introduction: Titus 1:1-5
Who was Titus?
He was a Greek (Gentile) who had been converted
through the ministry of Paul, sometime between
Paul’s conversion and the counsel in Jerusalem
mentioned in Acts 15. (Galations 2:1-10)
In contrast to Timothy, whose mother was Jewish and
whose father was Greek, it is likely that both of Titus’
parents were Greek. (Acts 16:1-5)

Gal 2:1-10 Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas,
taking Titus along with me. 2 I went up because of a revelation and set before
them (though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel that I
proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not running or had not
run in vain. 3 But even Titus, who was with me, was not forced to be circumcised,
though he was a Greek. 4 Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—who
slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might
bring us into slavery—5 to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment,
so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you. 6 And from those who
seemed to be influential (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no
partiality)—those, I say, who seemed influential added nothing to me. 7 On the
contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the
uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised
8 (for he who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised
worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles), 9 and when James and Cephas
and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they
gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the
Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 10 Only, they asked us to remember the
poor, the very thing I was eager to do.

Act 15:1-5 But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the
brothers, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you
cannot be saved." 2 And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and
debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to
go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question. 3 So, being
sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and
Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy
to all the brothers. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the
church and the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God had done
with them. 5 But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose
up and said, "It is necessary to circumcise them and to order them to keep the
law of Moses. 6 The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider
this matter.
This included Titus. (Galations 2:3) Titus was a living example of a gentile
Christian. His testimony and life showed that he was a genuine follower of Christ
without having complied with the Jewish customs.

Titus Timeline
Birth

13
AD

Convert

Acts 15
Council

Corinth
Letter

Corinth
3rd Letter

Crete

Rome

Dalmatia

Death

40 - 46

48

56

57

64

66

67

107

18 to 24 years

By the time Paul writes his letter to Titus, they had been ministering and travelling
together for up to 24 years.
Do you think that Titus needed new instruction in theology or church government?

Paul’s Epistle to Titus
Introduction: Titus 1:1-5
What was the reason for the letter?
To put in order what remained.
To appoint elders in every town (town by town).

Acts 16:1-5 Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named
Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a
Greek. 2 He was well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra and Iconium. 3 Paul
wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him because
of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.
4 As they went on their way through the cities, they delivered to them for
observance the decisions that had been reached by the apostles and elders who
were in Jerusalem. 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they
increased in numbers daily.
Paul had been associated with Titus for several years before he met Timothy.
Paul circumcised Timothy, but had refused to circumcise Titus.

Why?

Titus was an example to believing Jews that salvation, apart from the law, had
come to the Gentiles. Paul discussed this in private at the Council
Timothy was to assist in ministry to unbelieving Jews and a lack of
circumcision could seriously hinder his ability to teach.
1 Corinthians 9:19-23

1Corinthians 9:19-23 For though I am free from all, I have made myself a
servant to all, that I might win more of them. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in
order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though
not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law. 21 To those
outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God
but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak
I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people,
that by all means I might save some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I
may share with them in its blessings.

Tit 1:1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake
of the faith of God's elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords
with godliness, (ESV)
Tit 1:1 Paul, a man who has replaced his own will with the will of his
master who is God, and someone who has been sent as a representative
of Christ, that is to result in the faith of the elect of God, bringing about
their knowledge of the truth. The evidence of this faith and knowledge is
godliness. (dhp)

Tit 1:6-9 if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are
believers and not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination. 7 For an
overseer, as God's steward, must be above reproach. He must not be arrogant or
quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, 8 but hospitable, a
lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. 9 He must hold firm to
the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound
doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.
1 Tim 3:1-7 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer,
he desires a noble task. 2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the
husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to
teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of
money. 4 He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his
children submissive, 5 for if someone does not know how to manage his own
household, how will he care for God's church? 6 He must not be a recent convert, or
he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil.
7 Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into
disgrace, into a snare of the devil.

Paul’s Epistle to Titus
Introduction:
Where is Crete?
What were the Cretans like?
How did the Gospel reach them?.

Island of Crete

260 km (161 miles) long, 60 km (37 miles) wide
Highest mountain 8,045 feet
Salmone

Phoenix

Fair
Havens

At the time of Titus, there were about 140
towns around the island.

There was a palace rebuilt on Crete around 1700 BC at Knossos, a
model of which is seen here.

The ruins of this palace are still seen today and certainly would have
been seen by Paul and Titus.

A Greek historian by the name Polybius living in the second century
BC made the following comments about Cretans:
“Money is so highly valued among them, that its possession is not
only thought to be necessary but in the highest degree creditable.
And, in fact, greed and avarice are so native to the soil in Crete, that
they are the only people in the world among whom no stigma
attaches to any sort of gain whatever . . . Cretans by their ingrained
avarice are engaged in countless public and private seditions,
murders and civil wars . . . The Cretan constitution deserves neither
praise nor imitation . . . Now, with few exceptions, you could find no
habits prevailing in private life more steeped in treachery than those
in Crete, and no public policy more inequitable (Polybius 6.46-47).
Other ancient authors have also made equally disparaging comments
about Cretans, who apparently had a reputation for lacking ethical
principles, stealing, and harboring robbers and pirates.

Old English Cretense (plural), from Latin Cretanus (singular);
They were proverbial in ancient times as liars; cf.
Greek kretismos "lying," literally "Cretan behavior."
Tit 1:12, 13a One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said,
"Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons." This testimony
is true.

There is no record of Paul spending time on Crete, so we do not know exactly how
the Gospel was spread.
It may be that the gospel came to Crete by way of people converted at Pentecost.
Act 2:1-13 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one
place. … 5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from
every nation under heaven. …9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians…

We do know that assemblies of believers had been established for some time in
“town to town” around the Island.
It was the established communities of believers that needed correction in leadership
and in doctrine.

Tit 1:1-5 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the
faith of God's elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness,
2 in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the ages
began 3 and at the proper time manifested in his word through the preaching with
which I have been entrusted by the command of God our Savior;
4 To Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Savior.
5 This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order,
and appoint elders in every town as I directed you—

Tit 1:1-5 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the
faith of God's elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness,
2 in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the ages
began 3 and at the proper time manifested in his word through the preaching with
which I have been entrusted by the command of God our Savior; 4 To Titus, my
true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus
our Savior. 5 This is why I left you in Crete: so that you might A) put what
remained into order, and B) appoint elders in every town as I directed you—
1) I am a slave who has given up my will to the will of God, my Master. I
have also been sent by Jesus Christ with a mission to the elect of God to
bring them to a faith that is based on evidence and to have an experiential
knowledge of the Truth which will lead them to a proper reverence toward
God that will be evidenced by their manner of life, 2) anticipating eternal life
with a confidence that comes from the fact that God, who cannot lie,
proclaimed it before the beginning of time. 3) At a time appointed by God,
He chose to reveal His proclamation through the declaration of His word, a
responsibility I have been given by the direct command of God.

Tit 1:1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the
faith of God's elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness,
servant doulos: a slave whose will is that of the master
apostle apostolos: a sent one, an emissary
for the sake of kata: down toward, with a result
faith pistin: well reasoned, evidence based belief
elect eklekton: chosen and having special favor
knowledge epignosin: experiential understanding
truth aletheias: that which is real and is the standard for comparison
which accords with kata: down toward, with a result
godliness eusebeian :well directed reverence

Paul’s Epistle to Titus
Introduction (cont.)

God’s will is that the elect will have:

1. A well reasoned, evidence based faith
2. Experiential knowledge and understanding of the Truth which leads to:
A reverence for God that is evidenced in a newness of life.
Eph 4:1

Luke 6:46

Rom 12:1,2
1 Tim 1:10

Psalm 119:11
James 1:22-25

This is the directive for all believers; the elect believers on Crete and the
elect believers in Wolfeboro.
When there is a correct understanding of our faith, the result will be a
change in behavior.
Sound doctrine produces holy living.

Titus 1:2-4 in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the
ages began 3 and at the proper time manifested in his word through the preaching
with which I have been entrusted by the command of God our Savior; 4 To Titus,
my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ
Jesus our Savior.
hope a confident anticipation
never lies cannot lie
promised a proclamation, commitment to a task
before the ages began before time was reckoned
proper time the time that fit the purpose
word the expressing of intelligence
preaching the act of declaring and the thing declared

Tit 1:1-4 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the
faith of God's elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness,
2 in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the ages
began 3 and at the proper time manifested in his word through the preaching with
which I have been entrusted by the command of God our Savior; 4 To Titus, my
true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus
our Savior.
1) I am a slave who has given up my will to the will of God, my Master. I
have also been sent by Jesus Christ with a mission to the elect of God to
bring them to a faith that is based on evidence and to have an experiential
knowledge of the Truth which will lead them to a proper reverence toward
God that will be evidenced by their manner of life, 2) anticipating eternal life
with a confidence that comes from the fact that God, who cannot lie,
proclaimed it before the beginning of time. 3) At a time appointed by God,
He chose to reveal His proclamation through the declaration of His word, a
responsibility I have been given by the direct command of God. 4) to Titus,
my true child in the evidence-based faith that is common to everyone, both
Jew and gentile; I desire grace that will give strength for the work ahead and
peace; peace with God and peace in spite of circumstances; a grace and
peace that come from God the Father and from Christ Jesus our Savior.

Appointing Elders

Titus 1:5 This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into
order, and appoint elders in every town as I directed you—
Titus had two responsibilities:
• Put in order what remained
• Appoint elders in every town
What needed to be put in order?
Why appoint elders?
What is an elder?
What are the requirements of an elder?

above reproach
husband of one wife
children are believers
not accused of debauchery
not accused of insubordination
not be arrogant
not quick-tempered
not a drunkard
not violent
not greedy for gain
hospitable
lover of good
self-controlled
upright
holy
disciplined
hold firm to the word
able to give instruction
able to rebuke

Tit 1:6 if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one
wife, and his children are believers and not open to the
charge of debauchery or insubordination. 7 For an overseer,
as God's steward, must be above reproach. He must not be
arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or
greedy for gain, 8 but hospitable, a lover of good, selfcontrolled, upright, holy, and disciplined. 9 He must hold
firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be
able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke
those who contradict it.

aspires to the office
above reproach
husband of one wife
children are believers

not a recent convert

not accused of debauchery

not be arrogant

not accused of insubordination

not quick-tempered

hospitable

not a drunkard

lover of good

not violent

self-controlled

not greedy for gain

upright
holy
disciplined
hold firm to the word
able to give instruction
able to rebuke

Elder Literally, an old man; a designation of dignity, usually with responsibility;
synonymous with overseer (bishop).
1. They shepherd and care for the church of the Lord (Act_20:28; 1Ti_3:5; 1Pe_5:2).
2. They are alert to protect the church from attacks, both from without and within (Act_20:29-31).
3. They lead and rule, but by guiding, not driving (1Th_5:12; 1Ti_5:17; Heb_13:7, Heb_13:17;
1Pe_5:3).
4. They preach the word, teach sound doctrine, and refute those who contradict it (1Ti_5:17;
Tit_1:9-11).
5. They moderate and arbitrate in doctrinal and ethical matters (Act_15:5-6; Act_16:4.
6. By their life they are an example to the flock (Heb_13:7; 1Pe_5:3).
7. They seek to restore the believers who have been overtaken in any trespass (Gal_6:1).
8. They keep watch over the souls of Christians in the local assembly as those who will have to give
account (Heb_13:17).
9. They exercise a ministry of prayer, especially with regard to the sick (Jam_5:14-15).
10. They are involved in the care of poor saints (Act_11:30).
11. They share in the commendation of gifted men to the work to which God has called them
(1Ti_4:14).

A little more about Elders
poiménos: While it literally means an old man, it is also used to show relative age;
i.e. The older brother (Luke 15:25), From the oldest to the youngest (John 8:9)

It is most commonly used in the Greek Old Testament (LXX) and in the New
Testament as an office where no age specification is given.

In Acts 20:28, the term is equated with bishop (overseer). These men are affirmed
to have the responsibility to shepherd (tend and feed) the flock of God.

In Ephesians 4:11,12, we see that pastors and teachers are gifts “to equip the
saints for the work of the ministry, for building up of the body of Christ.”

A little more about Elders
The elders are men who are chosen from among the body of believers and given
the overarching responsibility to protect and nurture the flock.
From among the elders, men who are specially gifted by the Holy Spirit as pastors
and teachers are to feed (teach) and lead the flock. (1 Timothy 5:17, describing the
gift of pastor-teacher)
Remember, the requirements of the elder are qualities of character, not of
condition. The “elder” is an office based on spiritual maturity, evidenced by the fruit
of the Spirit, and quality of character, not dependent on a condition of age.
Psalm 119:97-104 Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day.
98 Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me.
99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, for your testimonies are my
meditation.
100 I understand more than the aged, for I keep your precepts.
101 I hold back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep your word.
102 I do not turn aside from your rules, for you have taught me.
103 How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!
104 Through your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way.

Aspires to the office To stretch out; long for the office
Not a recent convert “or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the
condemnation of the devil.” (1 Timothy 3:6)
Above reproach

Blameless in the sense that there is no legitimate complaint
about his character, either from the believers or the
community as a whole. (Romans 13)

Husband of one wife All of the qualifications of the elder are about character, not
condition. This does not refer to status (married, single,
widowed, divorced) but rather to faithfulness. He is not to
be flirtatious. (1 Timothy 5:9)
Children are
believers

“Children” refers to offspring, regardless of age. “Believers”
means trustworthy, reliable, faithful. A man cannot insure the
salvation of his children, but he can demonstrate character
by how his children behave.

Children
No hope of being rescued; easily flattered and led astray;
Not accused of spends time and money on pleasure without any thought of
debauchery
the future.

Children
Not under authority; “Nobody is going to tell me what to do.”
Not accused of “…if someone does not know how to manage his own
insubordination
household, how will he care for God's church?” (1 Tim 3:5)
Not arrogant

A person who obstinately maintains his own opinion or
asserts his own rights but is reckless of the rights, feelings,
and interests of others.

Not quick tempered

Someone who is characterized with being angry all the time;
whose anger quickly and easily flares up.

Not a drunkard

Literally means, “beside the wine.” Someone who always has
an alcoholic drink within reach.

Not violent

Someone who physically or verbally strikes out; manages by
intimidation.

Not greedy for gain

Looking for profit, even if it comes in a dishonorable way.

Hospitable

Literally, “a lover of strangers;” not just willing, but eager to
include “outsiders”.

Lover of good

It combines not only the liking to be kind but also the actual
doing of good.

Self controlled

Of sound (healthy) mind; not impulsive in decision making or
in emotional responses.

Upright

A person of integrity; someone whose practice is consistent
with his standard of what is right. Not a hypocrite.

Holy

Upright is being right according to the rules of men (Rom
13), while Holy is being consistent with the rules of God.

Disciplined

Strong in the sense of being able to be in control of passions.
(Proverbs 25:28)

The Final Three
Hold firm to the
trustworthy word
as taught

Does not treat the apostles teaching as a general guide line,
open to interpretation, but sees it as absolute authority.

Able to give
The elder must himself be sound (healthy) in doctrine and
instruction in sound then able to teach it to others.
doctrine
Able to rebuke those Sound doctrine is the standard used to correct those who
who contradict
misunderstand or oppose the gospel.
Titus 1:10-16 For…
This begins the explanation as to why the elder especially needs these three
qualifications.

Tit 1:10-16 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers,
especially those of the circumcision party. 11 They must be silenced, since they are
upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful gain what they ought not to teach. 12
One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy
gluttons." 13 This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be
sound in the faith, 14 not devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the commands of
people who turn away from the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled
and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their minds and their consciences are defiled.
16 They profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are detestable,
disobedient, unfit for any good work.

insubordinate

Same word used for elders children; “Who do you think you
are? Nobody is going to tell me what or what not to do!

empty talkers

Literally; talk with no benefit, useless.

deceivers

One who deceives the mind.

circumcision
party

This group claimed that obedience to the Jewish law,
especially circumcision, was required for salvation.

Tit 1:10-16 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers,
especially those of the circumcision party. 11 They must be silenced, since they are
upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful gain what they ought not to teach. 12
One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy
gluttons." 13 This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be
sound in the faith, 14 not devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the commands of
people who turn away from the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled
and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their minds and their consciences are defiled.
16 They profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are detestable,
disobedient, unfit for any good work.

upsetting whole
families

Turn; subvert. (Charles Taze Russel)

shameful gain

The motive is to acquire money and/or power by any means.

liars, evil beasts, The empty talkers were acting in a way consistent with their
lazy gluttons
culture
Must be
silenced

Cover the mouth; muzzled.

Tit 1:10-16 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers,
especially those of the circumcision party. 11 They must be silenced, since they are
upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful gain what they ought not to teach. 12
One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy
gluttons." 13 This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be
sound in the faith, 14 not devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the commands of
people who turn away from the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled
and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their minds and their consciences are defiled.
16 They profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are detestable,
disobedient, unfit for any good work.

rebuke sharply

Not by gentile persuasion, but by comparing their teaching to
the apostles’ doctrine, prove them in the wrong and thus put
them to shame.

that they may be The goal is restoration. They needed to be silenced, but they
sound in the faith also needed to be corrected for their own spiritual health
Jewish myths

1 Timothy 1:4

Commands of
people

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.

Put What Remained into Order

Titus 1:5 This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained
into order, and appoint elders in every town as I directed you— 6 if anyone is above
reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are believers and not open to
the charge of debauchery or insubordination. 7 For an overseer, as God's steward,
must be above reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard
or violent or greedy for gain, 8 but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled,
upright, holy, and disciplined. 9 He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as
taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to
rebuke those who contradict it.
10 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers,
especially those of the circumcision party.

Titus 1:5 This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained
into order, and appoint elders in every town as I directed you—
10 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers,
especially those of the circumcision party.

insubordinate

Same word used for elders children; “Who do you think you
are? Nobody is going to tell me what or what not to do!

empty talkers

Literally; talk with no benefit, useless.

deceivers

One who deceives the mind.

circumcision party This group claimed that obedience to the Jewish law,
especially circumcision, was required for salvation.

Titus 1:5 This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained
into order, and appoint elders in every town as I directed you—
10 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers,
especially those of the circumcision party. 11 They must be silenced, since they
are upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful gain what they ought not to
teach.
must be silenced Cover the mouth; muzzled.
upsetting whole families Turn; subvert.
shameful gain

The motive is to acquire money and/or influence by any
means.

Titus 1:5 This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained
into order, and appoint elders in every town as I directed you—
10 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers,
especially those of the circumcision party. 11 They must be silenced, since they
are upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful gain what they ought not to
teach. 12 One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are always
liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons." 13 This testimony is true.

This testimony is true

The empty talkers were acting in a way consistent with
their culture.

Titus 1:5 This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained
into order, and appoint elders in every town as I directed you—
10 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers,
especially those of the circumcision party. 11 They must be silenced, since they
are upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful gain what they ought not to
teach. 12 One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are always
liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons." 13 This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them
sharply, that they may be sound in the faith,

rebuke them sharply

that they may be
sound in the faith

Not by gentile persuasion, but by comparing their
teaching to the apostles’ doctrine, prove them in the
wrong and thus put them to shame.
The goal is restoration. They needed to be silenced,
but they also needed to be corrected for their own
spiritual health

Titus 1:5 This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained
into order, and appoint elders in every town as I directed you—
10 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers,
especially those of the circumcision party. 11 They must be silenced, since they
are upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful gain what they ought not to
teach. 12 One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are always
liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons." 13 This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them
sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, 14 not devoting themselves to Jewish
myths and the commands of people who turn away from the truth.
Jewish myths

This may have included stories about Solomon,
comments from the Talmud, Pharisaical teachings,
and/or early versions of Gnosticism.

commands of people

These were regulations that were added to and
actually opposed the gospel.

turn away from the
truth

The people who tried to impose the regulations are
the ones who had turned away from the truth.

Titus 1:5 This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained
into order, and appoint elders in every town as I directed you—
10 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers,
especially those of the circumcision party. 11 They must be silenced, since they
are upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful gain what they ought not to
teach. 12 One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are always
liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons." 13 This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them
sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, 14 not devoting themselves to Jewish
myths and the commands of people who turn away from the truth. 15 To the pure,
all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both
their minds and their consciences are defiled.
all things are pure

The context is the imposed regulations. The response
should be Romans 14, Matthew 15:11.

defiled and
unbelieving

The false teachers were actually the ones who were
polluted in their thinking because that did not really
believe the good news.

consciences are
defiled

Their consciences are polluted and need to be
recalibrated.

Titus 1:5 This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained
into order, and appoint elders in every town as I directed you—
10 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers,
especially those of the circumcision party. 11 They must be silenced, since they
are upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful gain what they ought not to
teach. 12 One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are always
liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons." 13 This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them
sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, 14 not devoting themselves to Jewish
myths and the commands of people who turn away from the truth. 15 To the pure,
all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both
their minds and their consciences are defiled. 16 They profess to know God, but
they deny him by their works. They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good
work.
deny Him by their
works

They do not evidence the fruit of the spirit, and, “by
their fruits you shall know them.

detestable,
disobedient

Adding requirements to the gospel is detestable to
God. These people refused to be persuaded.

unfit for any good

Any good works are rejected (unacceptable).

“But as for you”

Tit 1:10 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers,
Tit 2:1 But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine.
The false teachers were representing a lifestyle of greed and legalism
which produced an external adherence to a set of rules but had little
effect on behavior. In contrast, Titus was to speak of a way of life that
represented the result of sound doctrine.
He was to instruct:
Older men, verse 2
Older women, verse 3
To teach Young women, verses 4,5
Young men, verse 6
Bondservants, verses 9,10
He was to teach by example, verses 7,8

2 Older men are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in
love, and in steadfastness.
sober minded

That state of mind which is free from the excessive
influence of passion, lust or emotion.

dignified

A majestic and awe-inspiring quality which does not repel
but rather invites and attracts. (Eph, 4:1)
Self-disciplined in one's freedom, self-restrained in all
passions and desires.
Healthy in regard to the convincing, evidence based faith.

self controlled
sound in faith
in love

agape: The decision to highly value something or
someone, followed by an emotion.

in steadfastness

Does not surrender to circumstances or succumb under
trial because it is rooted in hope.

3 Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to
much wine. They are to teach what is good,
likewise

The same as the older men, but in addition...

reverent in behavior

Behavior that is appropriate for a child of God (Eph. 4:1).

not slanderers

diabolos: Accuser. In this case, it refers to Gossip. Watch
out for the word “probably”. (1 Cor. 13:7)

not slaves to much
wine

The will has been given over to the wine. (1 Cor. 9:24-27)

teach what is good

Teachers of what is useful, beautiful, and harmonious

4 and so train the young women to (to be sober minded), to love their husbands
and children, 5 to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive
to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled.
young women

New of the same kind; no age distinction.

train (to be soberminded)

A single word that literally means: train to be free from the
excessive influence of passion, lust or emotion.

love their husbands

To have a fond familiarity of men.

love their children

To have a fond familiarity of children.

self controlled

Self-disciplined in one's freedom, self-restrained in all
passions and desires.

4 and so train the young women to (to be sober minded), to love their husbands
and children, 5 to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive
to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled.

pure

Chaste, innocent

working at home

(Keepers at home, KJV) Managing the household. (Pro. 31)

kind

Good in the sense of being of benefit.

submissive to their
own husbands

Voluntarily placing herself under the authority of her own
man.

Word of God may not “…faith apart from works is useless” (James 2:20)
be reviled
“…having the appearance of godliness, but denying its
power.”(2 Timothy 3:5).

6 Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-controlled.

likewise

The boys need to learn the same kind of things taught to
the girls.

urge

To call along side. “Let me show you how”.

younger men

New of the same kind; no age distinction

self controlled

To think and act soberly, discreetly, to use sound judgment
and moderation, to be self-disciplined.

7 Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching
show integrity, dignity, 8 and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an
opponent may be put to shame, having nothing evil to say about us.
all respects

Titus had to be careful that his public and private life were
consistent with the same sound doctrine.

model of good works Be the pattern of the result of sound doctrine
integrity

freedom from corruptible mixtures or adulterations

dignity

adhere to the highest principles and ideals, and thus draw
respect and approval.

sound speech

Healthy, reasoned thoughts and speech

cannot be condemned No fault can be found and so no legitimate accusation can
be made.
put to shame

The evidence does not support the opponents claim.

9 Bondservants are to be submissive to their own masters in everything; they are
to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, 10 not pilfering, but showing all good faith,
so that in everything they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior.
submissive

Willingly obedient.

well-pleasing

Well-pleasing

not argumentative

Don’t talk back; try to get the last word.

not pilfering

Keep back something that belongs to another

showing all good
faith

Trustworthy, reliable.

adorn the doctrine of The power of the gospel to change lives is shown in the
God our Savior
actions of the servant.

Tit 2:1 But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine.
11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training
us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright,
and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing
of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to
redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own
possession who are zealous for good works. 15 Declare these things; exhort and
rebuke with all authority. Let no one disregard you.

